
Tuesday, April 19, 2016 

Meeting Notes from the 1st Pitkin Community Garden Planning Meeting 

TOPIC: The Design and Use of the PCG within the Ozone Park Community 

1. Are We Committed to Having a Fence?  Yes; it’s essential in a residential neighborhood.  By the end of 

April we should know if we qualified for additional grant money and then the fence can be installed by 

June 2016. 

2. Goals for 2016: 

a. Receive 8-9 Cubic Yards of Wood Chips from NY Restoration Project in April/May and borrow a 

Bobcat if at all possible for easier distribution; courser wood chips will be spread on the lot and finer 

wood chips will be placed on sidewalk beds.  This should keep most weed growth at bay for about 

two more years whilst still protecting the amended soil below. 

b. Install a Fence by June with a contractor from Ozone Park if our grant application is approved. 

c. Host a 2-Day Compost Bin Build in July/August alongside fellow Master Composters if we are chosen 

to receive the following grant: http://www.citizensnyc.org/grants/composting-grant 

d. Design and Build a Bulletin Board in July/August for the Garden so Garden hours, PCG Garden Rules, 

Compost Drop-Off Site dates/times, Garden Newsletters, and other upcoming Garden Events can be 

easily posted. 

e. Set Up Official Hours to regularly drop-off Food Scraps (excluding the winter: January-March). 

3. FIVE Possible Uses of the Garden in Addition to Being a Compost/Food Scraps Drop-off Site: 

a. Model attached sketches with a partial Pollinator Garden installed and a Permanent Activity Space 

left open. 

b. A full-scale Pollinator Garden that creates a Zen-like space for the Community. 

c. A formally built Garden with support from organizations like Build It Green!NYC and 596 Acres; one 

concern is that PCG might look too Cookie Cutter and the Community would have less initial 

participation. 

d. Have a full-scale Farm and grow Edibles for the Community or to possibly sell: 

http://596acres.org/en/resources/turning-your-lot-into-a-food-production-space/ 

e. PCG participates in the Daffodil Project in Honor of 9/11: http://www.ny4p.org/daffodil-project 

4. General Questions Brought Up During the Meeting: 

a. Can we grow in the sidewalk beds as well?  Yes, as long as we do not cause any harm to the trees. 

b. Can we have a beehive?  No, it would be too close to a private home; however a Pollinator Garden 

will naturally attract bees and butterflies (please see two Pollinator Garden attachments). 

c. What exactly is a Pollinator Garden?  A Pollinator Garden is one that attracts bees, butterflies, 

moths, hummingbirds, or other beneficial creatures that transfer pollen from flower to flower, or in 

some cases, within flowers; even a small Pollinator Garden can make a huge difference as 

Pollinators have suffered greatly from loss of habitat, misuse of chemicals, and spread of invasive 

plant and animal species. 

d. Does the fire hydrant next to the garden actually work?  It may not; we have to get more 

information from the city ASAP because we need a reliable water source and rain catchment may 

not be enough. 

e. Where is the best place to put the 3-Bin Compost System?  It needs to be along the Pitkin Avenue 

sidewalk fence and away from the private home. 
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